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The DVGW is the technical and scientific association of gas and water engineers and comprises approximately
14,000 members. For 160 years, the DVGW has been setting the technical standards for the safe, secure
and reliable supply of gas and water, actively initiating the exchange of ideas and information in the gas and
water sectors and encouraging and promoting on-going progress in the sectors through practical guidance.

The DVGW is an independent non-profit organisation free from economic lobbyism and political influence.

The DVGW Set of Rules is a key instrument for the DVGW to meet its statutable purpose and accomplish
its tasks. The DVGW Set of Rules notably defines, on the basis of statutory regulations, the requirements on
technical safety, hygiene, environmental protection, fitness for use and consumer protection and organisation
for the supply and use of gas and water. The DVGW Set of Rules ensures that the DVGW complies with the
statutory principle of self-responsibility of the utilities, for the benefit of technical safety and hygiene as well as
environmental and consumer protection.

Note for users

The DVGW Set of Rules rests on the following principles:

e The DVGW Set of Rules has been elaborated in an honorary capacity in accordance with the applicable prin-
ciples (DVGW Constitution, Rules of Procedure GW 100). On the basis of jurisdiction, both the content and
the technical information can be assumed to be correct.

e Everybody can use the DVGW Set of Rules. Duties and obligations may arise from legal or administrative
regulations or from a contract or from other legal grounds.

e Nobody can abdicate their responsibility for correct action when applying the DVGW Set of Rules. Anyone
applying the DVGW Set of Rules shall ensure its correct application in each concrete case.

e While the DVGW Set of Rules is not the only source of knowledge when looking for professional solutions, it
does constitute an important source of such knowledge. It cannot however cover all possible special cases
that may require more comprehensive or restrictive measures.

Warning

This English-language version is an informal translation from the German original. However, only the original
German language version has been exclusively authorised by the DVGW and its Technical Bodies. The DVGW
reserves the right to revise this version at any time due to possible translation errors.

Anybody is free to use the DVGW system of rules. Users are responsible for the proper use of the DVGW
system of rules in each individual case.
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Foreword

This Standard has been elaborated by the project group “Squeezing off Plastic Pipelines” within the
DIN/DVGW Joint Working Committee “Plastic Piping Systems Outside of Buildings” on behalf of the Tech-
nical Committee “Gas distribution”. It contains specifications on how to use the squeeze-off method as an
alternative to bag setting to temporarily stop the flow of gas for tie-ins of live pipelines without unacceptably
compromising the pipelines’ serviceability (service life). Generally, no additional measures will be required
at the squeeze-off point with respect to the continued operation of the pipeline, except in cases when there
is reason to suspect that the specifications that ensure the continued integrity of the pipeline have not been
met, as is likely to be the case when squeeze-off is used in the exceptional case of having to stop a gas
leak for emergency maintenance.

This Standard is based on practical experience as well as several research projects. During the preparation
of DVGW Guideline GW 332:2001-09, it had become evident that 2" and 3™ generation PE pipes (from
approx. 1978 onwards) — but not 15t generation PE pipes — remain fully serviceable after squeeze-off if
certain specifications for squeeze-off are met and if the pipes complied with the relevant DVGW test spec-
ifications. Gas composition changes caused by the energy transition do not pose fundamentally different
challenges. Furthermore, other plastic materials and multilayer designs, higher pressures and larger diam-
eters have been taken into account. This Standard covers those pressures and diameters the handling of
which is similar to DVGW Guideline GW 332:2001-09. Applications beyond this scope are due to be cov-
ered separately (G 452-3).

DVGW Guideline GW 332:2001-09 had already been more specific and practically relevant for gas than
for water. For its transposition into a standard its scope had to be limited to gas, as no comparably positive
experience and research results have been available for water, and due to the lack of a comparable need.
Squeezing off, therefore, is not applicable for tie-ins of water pipelines; it can still be used, however, in the
exceptional case of having to stop a water leak for emergency maintenance, in which case protective
measures will be mandatory because of the squeeze-off level (most probably well below 0.8) required for
stopping off the pipe.

This Standard supersedes DVGW Guideline GW 332:2001-09.

Revisions

The following revisions have been made compared to DVGW Guideline GW 332:2001-09:

a) Limitation to gas, but including other plastic materials and multilayer designs, larger diameters and
higher operating pressures up to 5 bar (0.5 MPa)

b) More precise specification of requirements, recommendations, remarks and application limits, taking
into account the suitability of material and equipment for the individual application in question.

Earlier versions

DVGW GW 332 (M):2001-09
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