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The DVGW is the technical and scientific association of gas and water engineers and comprises approximately 

14,000 members. For 160 years, the DVGW has been setting the technical standards for the safe, secure 

and reliable supply of gas and water, actively initiating the exchange of ideas and information in the gas and 

water sectors and encouraging and promoting on-going progress in the sectors through practical guidance.

The DVGW is an independent non-profit organisation free from economic lobbyism and political influence.

The DVGW Set of Rules is a key instrument for the DVGW to meet its statutable purpose and accomplish 

its tasks. The DVGW Set of Rules notably defines, on the basis of statutory regulations, the requirements on 

technical safety, hygiene, environmental protection, fitness for use and consumer protection and organisation 

for the supply and use of gas and water. The DVGW Set of Rules ensures that the DVGW complies with the 

statutory principle of self-responsibility of the utilities, for the benefit of technical safety and hygiene as well as 

environmental and consumer protection.

Note for users

The DVGW Set of Rules rests on the following principles:

•  The DVGW Set of Rules has been elaborated in an honorary capacity in accordance with the applicable prin-

ciples (DVGW Constitution, Rules of Procedure GW 100). On the basis of jurisdiction, both the content and 

the technical information can be assumed to be correct.

•  Everybody can use the DVGW Set of Rules. Duties and obligations may arise from legal or administrative 

regulations or from a contract or from other legal grounds.

•  Nobody can abdicate their responsibility for correct action when applying the DVGW Set of Rules. Anyone 

applying the DVGW Set of Rules shall ensure its correct application in each concrete case.

•  While the DVGW Set of Rules is not the only source of knowledge when looking for professional solutions, it 

does constitute an important source of such knowledge. It cannot however cover all possible special cases 

that may require more comprehensive or restrictive measures.

Warning

This English-language version is an informal translation from the German original. However, only the original 

German language version has been exclusively authorised by the DVGW and its Technical Bodies. The DVGW 

reserves the right to revise this version at any time due to possible translation errors.

Anybody is free to use the DVGW system of rules. Users are responsible for the proper use of the DVGW 

 system of rules in each individual case.
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04 DVGW G 493-2 Code of Practice 

Preface 

This DVGW standard has been developed by the project group “Qualification Requirements for Specialised 
Companies” which is part of the technical committee “Plant Engineering”. It serves as the basis for the 
certification of specialised companies providing maintenance for gas plants as specified by DVGW G 495 
(A), as well as biogas injection and refeeding plants as specified by DVGW G 265-2 (M), and hydrogen 
injection plants as specified by DVGW G 265-3 (M). 

This standard shall facilitate the safe maintenance of gas plants according to the abovementioned DVGW 
sets of rules, independently of a company’s ownership and organizational structure.  

The company is required to be sufficiently qualified and organized for planning, preparation, execution and 
documentation, as well as fault rectification, so that the comprehensive maintenance of gas installations 
while taking safety and environmental regulations into account can be guaranteed.  

The scope of the maintenance measures is determined by DVGW standard G 495, or respectively stand-
ards DVGW G 265-2 and G 265-3, and includes monitoring (inspection and function check), maintenance 
and repair of the mechanical engineering plant component, construction requirements, the electrical engi-
neering plant component, explosion protection and additional installations such as odorization, heating etc.  

In order to give companies that are only engaged in planning, organizing and supervising maintenance 
measures in gas plants the opportunity to receive certification, Group 3 has been added to this standard. 
This addition closes a regulatory gap that was not covered by the DVGW sets of rules in the past. 

Furthermore, the expanded requirements for occupational safety and the resulting obligations for inspec-
tion and documentation have been taken into account while determining the qualification requirements , 
since the respective services shall be rendered within the context of the company’s operations. 

Status-oriented maintenance of gas plants has become more established throughout the years. Companies 
which apply for a certification for Group 1 or 3 must also possess expertise in that field.  

This standard determines the qualification criteria for companies for the maintenance of gas supply plants. 
Only companies which meet the criteria of this standard for their respective field of activity are eligible for 
certification. 

The rules of procedure for certification procedures are not the subject of this standard. 

The certification serves as proof of the company’s qualification to their respective client.  
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Within the context of Directive 2004/17/EC of the European Parliament and Council from the 31. March of 
2004 governing the procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services 
sectors, the existing certification procedure may be used as prequalification at a European level. 

Revisions 

Compared to DVGW Standard G 493-2:2008-04, the following changes have been made: 

a) Qualification requirements for companies providing maintenance for plants for the injection of biogas 
and hydrogen into gas distribution networks as specified by DVGW G 265-2 (M) and G 265-3 (M) have 
been added to the Scope of Application. 

b) Companies that only execute planning, organizing, and monitoring maintenance measures in gas 
plants have been newly added as Group 3. 

c) Expanded requirements for occupational safety, especially task-based risk assessment and the asso-
ciated obligation for inspection and documentation have been added.  

d) Training requirements for the expert responsible for the execution of the maintenance measures have 
been opened for further technical qualifications. 

e) Furthermore, editorial revisions have been made.  

Earlier Versions 

DVGW G 493/II (A):1998-05 

DVGW G 493-2 (A):2008-04 
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